
EF Hohhot(呼和浩特) - Information

The city itself - Hohhot:

Hohhot is the capital of the province of Inner Mongolia and an interesting mix of Chinese and
Mongolian culture. Evidence of the area's rich history and its connection to Genghis Khan can

be seen everywhere. Despite the fact that it is a provincial capital, Hohhot is a relatively small
city by Chinese standards, with a population of just under a million, which makes it about the

same size as Birmingham (the UK's second city). Hohhot's size means that it offers a wide
range of amenities without feeling overcrowded and makes it possible to travel everywhere by

bike or in one of the city's ubiquitous green taxis. Surrounded by grasslands, the air quality is
also very good. The city itself is located on a plateau about 400km west of Beijing and has its

own international airport, Baita International Airport. There are frequent flights to an
ever-growing number of destinations. A flight to Bejing takes about 40 minutes and costs on

average 500 RMB (45GBP/73USD) one way. If this seems a little expensive there is always the
bus or train. Hohhot's location makes it the ideal place to come if you wish to experience the

'real' China, that of a developing country in transition, while at the same time being within
touching distance of the metropolis of Beijing. With few foreigners, it is also a great place to

come if you are looking to learn Mandarin Chinese.

Our school - EF Hohhot:

Our school, which opened in July 2007, has grown incredibly quickly. It is conveniently located
on the fourth floors of offices in the city centre, close to all of our teacher accommodation.

We currently have a team of 15 foreign teachers working at the school, mostly from Canada,
the UK and USA. We also have a large team of English speaking Chinese staff and a dedicated
teacher liaison to help you as and when needed.

The actual teaching:

At EF, there is a lot of focus on improving students' oral English. We endeavor to get the
students to communicate naturally and confidently using the structures they have learnt in

class. This is in stark contrast to a number of homegrown English schools, which often focus on

grammar, pay little attention to the communicative nature of language, and leave their
students unable to communicate effectively. At EF, unlike at many teaching establishments in
China, class sizes are limited. Classes are very small, even when compared to regular classes at

an English school. As a teacher, you will almost certainly be teaching a mix of classes
comprising the following levels/age groups: Small Stars - Aged 4-6, High Flyers - Aged 7-9,

Trailblazers - Aged 10-14 and adults 15+. One important point, and something that reassured

me greatly, is the fact that in all classes, except adult and advanced teenage classes, there is a
Chinese Teaching Assistant (TA) to help. Fortunately, unlike some of their English counterparts,



Chinese students are generally excellently behaved, with the biggest problem in class usually
being children chatting in Chinese! For the majority of the year, during the non-intensive
periods, teachers have two days off a week (usually Monday and Tuesday) and a maximumof

40 actual teaching hours a week. Weekends are the busiest days, with teachers having lighter

Wednesdays, Thurdays and Fridays. During the summer and winter intensive periods: July and
August, and the middle of January until the end of February respectively, teachers can teach a
maximum of 55 hours spread over six days. However, weekday lessons usually number just

two or three and the winter intensive period is often split in two by Spring Festival/Chinese New
Year.

Pay and holiday entitlement:

A teachers starting salary of 10000-15000RMB, rising to 15000-20000RMB after three

months, is excellent in Hohhot and equivalent to that of a Chinese Senior manager. This

permits teachers to enjoy a standard of living that they almost certainly could not afford at
home. Considering that2000RMB (179GBP/293USD) is enough to eat like a king for a month,
this leaves a lot of spare money to enjoy yourself. Many teachers wisely choose to save the

majority of their earnings, either to take home with them on completion of their contract, or

travel during the holidays. Teachers are entitled take two week's paid holiday per annum (the
fourteen days includes any Mondays or Tuesdays). However, holidays are not permitted tobe
taken during the summer or winter intensive periods. On top of the two week's paid holiday,

teachers also benefit from numerous public holidays such as Spring Festival/Chinese New Year,
which falls in either Febuary or March, and the National Day celebration at the beginning of

October. If a teacher chooses to sign up for another year, they are also entitled to a contract

break, during w hich most teachers either chose to visit home, or travel for a week ortwo.

The flight allowance:

Teachers' flights to and from Hohhot are paid for by the school. Teachers can be reimbursed up
to 9000RMB (804GBP/1318USD), which is usually paid in two installments of 4500RMB, one

mid-way through the contract and the other on its completion. Unless coming from somewhere

particularly remote, the allowance has always proven more than sufficient to cover teachers'
expenditure. If teachers choose to sign up for another year and not return home, many put

there flight allowance towards travelling during their contract break.

Teacher accommodation:

Teacher accommodation is provided as part of the contract, so there's no rent to pay, just

utilities, which are deducted from your salary and are a fraction of the cost of the UK and USA.
All apartments are fully furnished, have centra l heating and are located within walking distance

of the school. If arriving on your own, there is a good chance that you'll share a twobedroom



apartment with another teacher. If you would prefer to have the privacy of your own apartment,
the school can help you look for an apartment, but it may not be fully furnished and you will
have to cover any expenditure on rent over and above the 400RMB (36GBP/59USD) monthly

housing subsidy that you receive as per the contract. Rates are very reasonable in Hohhot, with

an average apartment's rent just 2000RMB (230GBP/301USD) a month. If you sign up for a
second year, you will then be entitled to your own apartment.

The weather:

If you're arriving from the UK, the climate is quite different: Hohhot is dry and sometimes windy.
Summers are pleasantly warm and can get quite hot, with temperatures from June until the

end of September averaging about 20oC. July and August are surprisingly the wettest months
of the year but rainfall is still relatively limited and usually occurs in short showers. Springand

Autumn/Fall seem to pass quickly and the temperature changes rapidly. The winter is cold with

temperatures in January averaging about -10oC but this is really nothing to worry about as long
as you have a proper winter coat, and a good pair of gloves. Consequently, you can go
somewhat bizarrely from wearing shorts and enjoying an ice-cream in the summerto

ice-skaking on the frozen lake in the park in winter.

Food:

Hohhot boasts an excellent range of restaurants, mixing the Chinese with the Mongolian and a

teacher's salary is comfortably enough to eat out every night. Aside from the themed Mongolian
restaurants, Hotpot restaurants and seasonal summer barbecues, there are restaurants
offering cuisine from every part of China. Food is comparatively cheap in China (see price guide

below). If you ha ven't tried eating with chopsticks, it's definitely worth practising before you
travel and (talking from personal experience) it will save a lot of frustration! It is also possible to

eat western food in China and there is the normal range of fast food outlets: McDonald's, KFC,

Pizza Hut etc. There are also a number of hotels offering all-you-can-eat buffet meals, which
are usually a fantastic mix of western and oriental food. Even at the 5* Shangri-La hotel, this
comes to a very reasonable 158RMB (13GBP/22USD) a head. There are also a few 'foreign'

food stores selling otherwise hard to get products such as butter and western style cheese. If

you would prefer to cook for yourself, Hohhot has as many well-stocked supermarkets as any
similarly sized western city, such as the European chain Spar and the Beijing based Hua Lian.

There is also an incredible number of convenience stores, meaning that you'll never have to go
far to get your groceries.

Things to do:

Hohhot offers all the amenities of a similarly sized western city. Hohhot has a number of large
western style shopping malls and countless shops. There are also a number of both indoor and



outdoor markets, where it's possible to haggle for a huge range of items. There are also
numerous parks, a few of which have lakes where it's possible to iceskate in the winter. For a
reasonable price, it's also possible to go swimming and use the facilities in one of Hohhot's

plush hotels. Many teachers also join one of the city's gyms, with membership being a lot

cheaper than back home. If you like going out, there are plenty of bars and several clubs. The
city also benefits from its close proximity to the grassland and is the location of Zhao Jun Tomb,
the burial site of Wang Zhao Jun, one of the famed Four Beauties of ancient China. A ten

minute taxi ride from the school, there is also the stunning new Museum of Inner Mongolia,w
ell worth a visit for anyone interested in the culture and history of the area, it houses a

fascinating collection of relics from dinosaur bones to the weaponary and tools used by Genghis

Khan and the Mongols. Although the best grasslands are undeniably further north in Inner
Mongolia, a combined taxi and bus ride can take you into the surroundingcountryside.

What to bring:

Most things can be purchased in Hohhot; there are a number of shopping malls, western chain

stores and modern supermarkets. Usually it's the small things that teachers are unable to track

down. There are also a handful of items, which are inexplicably more expensive in China. Bring:

Spending money - Essential when you arrive in a new country, to tide you over for the first
few weeks and cover any unexpected expenditure.

A guide book - I bought the Rough Guide and it's proven invaluable, especially useful if you
want to travel further afield.

Your laptop (if you have one) - For entertainment, to prepare lessons and to keep in touch
with family and friends back home.

A digital camera - They're relatively expensive here.
A plug adaptor - Very important if you've bought any electrical devices from back home.

Deodorant - Not impossible to find but it's expensive and choice limited.
A mobile phone - Average mobile phones are pricey and you can always buy a sim card for

your existing phone here.
Razors - Razors and all shaving products are expensive here. For the price of two disposible
Gillette razors here, I bought a bag of 10 back in the UK.

Books - Good English books are hard to find, bring a large selection if you enjoy reading.
Shoes - It's tough to buy large shoes here.
Chocolate - If you have a sweet tooth, bring a supply, it's more expensive here than back
home.

Teaching resources - Any books or materials, which you just can't do without and Blu-tack as
it's impossible to buy here.

A range of clothes - Temperatures throughout the year vary considerably. Note though that
clothes are easy to buy and cheap here.

A good pair of gloves - Gloves are easy to buy but a pair of real quality is hard to find.
Hand/skin cream - The winter is especially dry and hands can easily become cracked and
sore.



Medication - It's a good idea to bring a selection of western medication such as, aspirin,
paracetemol and ibuprofen. Medication is good here but confusing and it can be difficult to get
exactly what you want.

Price list:

It's very helpful to have a rough idea of how much things are going to cost before you arrive
but prices vary a lot within China, so here's a list of everyday items of expenditure and their

average price here i n Hohhot, in RMB, GBP and USD to give you an idea of the prices here:

(1) A bus ride - 1RMB (9p/15c)
(2) A taxi fare anywhere within the city >10RMB (90p/1.50USD)
(3) A new bike - 300RMB (27GBP/44USD)
(4) A beer in a restaurant - 10RMB (90p/1.50USD)
(5) A beer in a convenience store - 3RMB (27p/44c)
(6) A flight to Beijing from Hohhot - 500 RMB (45GBP/73USD)
(7) The sleeper train to Beijing - 120RMB (11GBP/18USD)
(8) A cheap takeout lunch - 10RMB (90p/1.50USD)
(9) A decent meal out - 25RMB (2.25GBP/3.66USD)
(10) A McDonald's meal - 25RMB (2.25GBP/3.66USD)
(11) An all-you-can-eat buffet hotel lunch - 100RMB (9GBP/15USD)
(12) An average mobile phone - 750RMB (67GBP/110USD)
(13)A bar of chocolate - 5RMB (45p/73c)
(14) A small bottle of Coke - 3RMB (27p/44c)
(15) A weekly shop - 300RMB (27GBP/44USD)

N.B. Exchange rates of 11.2RMB to the GBP and 6.3RMB to the USD were used in these
conversions.

Useful websites:

http://www.xe.com/ucc/ (Currency converter)
http://www.ef.com/master/default_cn.asp (EF China)
http://www.answers.com/topic/hohhot (Encyclopedia entries on Hohhot)
http://wikitravel.org/en/Hohhot (Wikitravel entry on Hohhot)
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/ (The Chinese embassy in the UK)
http://ukinchina.fco. gov.uk/en/ (The British embassy in China)
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travelling-and-living-overseas/travel-advice-by-country/asia-oceani
a/china (Foreign Office advice on travelling to China)
http://beijing.usembassy-china.org.cn/ (The US embassy in China)
http://www.roughguides.com/website/travel/Destination/content/default.aspx?titleid=158&xi
d=idh119884784_0006 (The Rough Guide to China)
http://www.wunderground.com/global/stations/53463.html (The weather in Hohhot)
http://www.travelchinaguide.com/ (China travel guide)
http://www.elong.net/ (Chinese travel company)
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http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/ (China Daily newspaper)
http://skype.tom.com/ (Skype - Excellent for keeping in touch with family and friends
back home)

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://skype.tom.com/
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